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Leicester Business Festival 

• The Region’s Largest Business Event 

• LBF has gone global with attendees from 
China, Russia, Ecuador, France & Greece! 

• 154 Events right across the City & County 

• 12,500+ attendees 

• 14M + marketing reach 

• Spanning 13 Sectors. 



Partners & 
Sponsors 



Today’s programme 

• Sharing news on local economy, skills &  
recruitment solutions, support for growth  

• Guest speakers     
 

• Networking   
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Principal  

Economic Development  
Officer  



Economic Update  

• Last qtr growth 0.4%, service driven 

• Inflation 3% - increasing cost of food & fuel  

• Interest rate hike now likely  

• Wage rate growth 2.2% - squeeze on incomes, retail slowdown  

• Low unemployment 0.4% Blaby 265 people  0.7% LLEP 4335 people  

• Record high level employment – yet some underemployed in part 
time or lower level jobs   

• Brexit uncertainty - firms still investing 

 

 



Skills & Recruitment  

• Low unemployment  

 



Labour market challenges 



• Ageing workforce creating replacement demand for staff 

• Economic growth – over 25,000 new jobs since 2013  

• Under performing region in higher level skills 

• Greater investment in skills required in Leicester & Leics 
 
 

 
 
 



Local support offer 
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Recruitment Support  



• Work experience  & interview skills  

• Student recruitment – FE, Higher Education 

• Apprenticeships  

Free training 16 -18 year olds   

Support to develop your future talent pool  



Careers & Enterprise Company 
Volunteer to make a difference  

www.llep.org.uk 



What we’re doing  
 

• Fosse Park Job Fairs  

• Interview skills workshops with 3 local academies   

   Can you offer a morning to join us? 

• Recruit apprentices & offer work experience 

• Supporting local employment on major new sites &  

   for local firms 

• Share vacancies with job seekers  

- Job clubs for unemployed & 1 to 1 help 


